cru-magazine.com | July 2017

Panel Tasting Wine Special ar .
L ELEE D Bgl Penfoldsfij % i 4 %€ 22 Wi B2 0% o1 04 W2 i) b

Crave for the Ancient Taste of Greece Penfolds Re-corking Clinic Inauguration Of Conscious Cocktails

PASSION FOR WINE AND LIFE




"CRU
WINE TRAVEL

Pfalz and Horse D
PRy M i Pfalz ra " " n
Ll 5 YN = T

HEPE BN LRBELH 2 - A
I+ AT 58 N B A AR 020 % IR A 384 1
WER - LRI - WSH A0 1 % i
Z8 0 RAREERE G B sk o SRR 1T
ELINS L I T 310 N K]
0578 [ Pfalz - 22 BL 52 F0R% 4 10 7 4 104
dE - LIS BB AT - R
#2002 W\ K/ EE I EEPfalz 1T -
ATl - A 11807 0 B9 I 9
T OGH - BEAt - EHEBNZATHIN S - BE
Ylaas Bt - HHE AR - S ENR ? H
BhHEST - W HUGER AR - N 2R 0 )
BN > — LI E -

Winery visit tops the checklist of wine
lovers. Sometimes, your travelling
partners (friends or family) may not
be into wines as much as you do, but
what about a decent tour with special
activities and experience added on top
of a winery trip? This time, I had the
opportunity to visit Pfalz, the second
largest wine region in Germany, for
renowned wineries. Wineries aside,
there are more than 200 wine festivals
held in Pfalz each year. Whenever you
visit this piece of land, you will gladly
bump into a wine festival at your visit.
As for outdoor activity lovers, cycling
and hiking over vineyards are just
intriguing experience. My highlighted
recommendation is, of course, horse-
drawn wagon ride along the vineyards,
which is just intoxicatingly romantic.
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Pfalz - the Second Largest Wine
Region of Germany

When it is only an 1.5-hour’s drive from
Frankfurt to Pfalz, it could be a nice
destination for a 2 to 3 days short trip, if

you are currently travelling or working in
Frankfurt. Pfalz, pronounced as “Vows”
means ‘“Palace” in English, also known as
“Palatinate Region”, and its winemaking
history can be traced back to centuries ago
that the Roman Empire firstly started its
winemaking business in Pfalz. Nowadays,
Pfalz is not only the second largest wine
region in German, but also the largest
Riesling cultivation region in the world,
which adjoins Alsace, France. Pfalz is usually
mistakenly known as a poor wine region

for its adequate sunlight and dry climate,

but it is not the whole story. Giving it a try,
you can tell the quality grapes in reasonable
price, which is just irresistible. Perhaps,

yif ou have some basic understanding of
Riesling, you should have heard of its
categorization of dry, semi-dry, semi-sweet
and sweet. Still, Pfalz is reputed as “the King
of Riesling” for its remarkable production of
dry and semi-dry Rieslings. Apart from that,
Spétburgunder (Pinot Noir), Grauburgunder
(Pinot Gris), Weilburgunder (Pinot Blanc),
Gewiirztraminer and Dornfelder are grape
varieties that worth a shot.

Over 200 Annual Wine Festivals
The Happy Planet Index of Pfalz must have
reached a jealously high level, I guess,

as there are more than 200 wine festivals
taking place each and every year, which

is approximately 3 to 4 festival per week.
Amongst them, the German Wine Route
Experience is the most popular one for its
longest wine route of 85km, which is held
annually ever since 1935. As the oldest
wine festival in Germany, it is hosted at the
last weekend of August attracting 500,000
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to 600,000 participants each year. When |
landed Pfalz in May, I had the opportunity to
participate in Pfalzer LagenArt wine festival
held in the UNESCO heritage Hambach
Castle that featured 90 wine producers with
300 wines. Also, I was honored to meet the
German Queen from Pfalz, and lean more
about Pfalz wine from her introduction. One
of the most memorable wine I have tried
during the festival was Siegrist Riesling GG
2015 (Grand Cru) which was limited to less
than 2000 bottles a year, for its complexity
and elegance, with the notes of lemongrass,
mineral, white flower and white peach. The
winemaker of Siegrist Bruno Schimpf told
me that; the taste of the bottle would be more
diversified upon a 10-year aging. Another
remarkable winery to visit is Reichsrat Von
Buhl. Under the leadership of Chef de Caves
Mathieu Kauffmann, the winery has been
going towards a next level with the aim of
boosting German Sekt (Sparkling wine made
by champagne procedures). The Reichsrat
Von Buhl Riesling Sekt Brut 2014 was an
impressive one for its creamy bubbles and
notes of white floral, peach and brioche. Run
the blind tasting on this bottle, and you may
tell it is champagne rather than sparkling
wine!
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Different Ways for

Different Traces

There were many different ways of browsing
vineyards in Pfalz, and I chose to get on a
horse-drawn wagon ride. That was my first
horse-drawn riding experience, which was
nothing more than romantic. Enjoyable

wine along with the magnificent view of

the brilliant vineyards, what else should I

ask for? Under the detailed explanation of
wines and introduction of the vineyards
given by the owner of Kirchner winery on
the wagon, I tasted all the delightful wines
along the way. Amongst all, I, particularly,
enjoyed Kirchner Saumagen Riesling 2015
for its elegance and complexity with notes of
white flower, mineral and apricot. Following
winery owners Gies-Duppel, Siener and
Okonomierat Rebhoz, I got on the vineyard
hiking to learn more about the terroirs and
climate of this region. Tasting wines at
different spots on the hill in front of the
breathtaking views of the vineyards was an
experience beyond compared. Geographically
speaking, Pfalz was near to Alsace, and [
wondered if there’s difference on Rieslings
produced in these 2 regions, and they said,
Riesling in Pfalz gave a more stone fruit
note, such as peach and apricot, thanks to

its sandstone-based soil. Compared with
traditional Alsace Riesling that carries a more
okay style, the ones produced in Pfalz are
relatively fruiter and direct. My favorite wine
from this hiking would be Weingut Gies-
Duppel Birkweiler Kastaniebusch Riesling
GG 2011, for its peach, floral, spices, petrol
and creamy notes, which could be aged

for another 10 years and remain its high
condition, according to the winery owner. If
you enjoy cycling, browsing the vineyards
with e-bike could not be a better idea. Along
the journey, you would get to pass by Rhodter
Rosengarten, the oldest vineyard in the word
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with 400 years old vine that still grew grapes.

Owned by Oberhofer winery, this 400-year-
old vines was still growing Gewiirztraminer
each year. [ asked the winery owner and
winemaker Heidi if there was a difference

in taste between the grapes grown by a 400
years old vine and new vines? She answered,
400-years-old vines gave a higher complexity
and more spices than the new ones. I tasted
Oberhofer Rhodter Gewiirztraminer Spatlese
Trocken 2014 and it was aromatic and fresh
with notes of lychee, citrus, roses, honey

and spices. Instead of drinking wine, I felt
more like communicating with an old lady in
person, and she told me her stories. This was
without doubt a memorable experience.

White Asparagus Season

If you happen to visit Germany from April

to June, do not miss out in-season white
asparagus. Perhaps, Riesling appears to spoil
the white asparagus, but Von Winning’s Pinot
Blanc 11 2015 seems to be a good match. It
was a delight for me to enjoy a wonderful
meal at Leopood of Von Winning winery.
Von Winning’s Pinot Blanc II 2015 managed
to sublime the sweetness of white asparagus
with its herbal, green apple, guava and lime
notes. Look for a trip in Germany or Europe?
Pfalz could be one brilliant choice! %
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